NITYANANDA,                              43

the   pardon   of   Nitylnaiida   whom   he   had   so

brutally hurt." Upon this they approached the
latter and most humbly prayed for forgiveness.
Nityananda said, " If a child beats his parents
do they take offence ? I have treated the assault
in the same way."1 And when Madhai with
tears insisted on pardon irhe apostle said, " Your
remorse will be complete and effective if you sin
no more." They said nothing but by silent tears
showed their sincerity. Nityananda added,
" Not only do I pardon you, but if I have done
anything good or noble in this life or in previ-
ous lives, may the reward be yours, dear souls,
this is my prayer to God. You struck me with
a broken bottle, the punishment receive at my
hands. I give you the name of God in return.33

Jagai and Madhai each took in his hand a
leaf of the sacred Tnlasl plant and at Mtyananda's
direction gave it over to him saying, "Oh. Master,
my burden of sin I give unto you." This simple
act completed their admittance to Nityaiianda's
discipleship. They had only to add that thence-
forth they would lead blameless lives.

The two noble men did not return to their
place but lived with their spiritual master
repenting their sins and singing the praises of
God.
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